A    WINDOW    IN    THRUMS
" But when the labours of the day were over
the genius would be at liberty to make calls by
himself or to run up, say, to London for an hour
or two ? "

" Hoots no, that would spoil everything. It's
the drink, ye see, as does for a terrible lot o'

geniuses.    Even Rob------"

" Alas ! yes.   But would you have them all
teetotalers ? "

" What do ye tak me for ?  Na, na ; the super-
intendent would allow them one gkss o' toddy
every nicht, an' mix it himsel; but he would
never get the keys o' the press, whaur he kept
the drink, oot o' his hands.   They would never
be allowed oot o' the gairden either, wihoot a
man to look after them; an* I wouldna burthen
them wi' ower muckle pocket-money,  Saxpence
in the week would be suffeecient,"
" How about their clothes ? "
" They would get twa suits a year, wi' the
fetter G sewed on the shoulders, so as if they
were lost they could be recognised and brocht
fcaucfc/'
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